PRELUDE IN THE FIRST PERSON SINGULAR
Nationalists is to dissolve the partnership with England.
In England their aspirations arouse no great excite-
ment, for though an intellectual minority, interested
in political self-determination, mildly applauds them,
the majority is happily ignorant of their existence.
In Scotland, however, the Nationalist not seldom
finds that even the gentlest enunciation of his faith
awakes indignant anger. The solid advocate of the
status quo, the warm Conservative, the canny business-
man, will rise vicious as a plump holiday-maker,
sleeping in the sun and startled by a raiding wasp,
when he hears the conscientious buzzing of a Home
Ruler. His attitude, indeed, the angry darting of his
eyes, the impatient thrusting of his hand, may very
closely resemble the appearance and the movements
of a man roused from comfortable sleep; and Nation-
alists, like other reformers, believe there is merit in
waking people up. But the advocate of the status, quo
may be justified in his anger: his sleep, which is
contentment, may be a right and proper increment
of the symbiosis.
Symbiosis, however, despite its advantages, is not
necessarily an equal partnership. The unicellular
plants called Algae are adopted by tiny marine creatures
called Radiolarians, whose nitrogenous waste they
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